TRUE FREEDOM CAN ONLY BE FOUND IN CHRIST

He who the Son sets free is free indeed
Jesus Himself said,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.” (John 8:34) “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)

As Christians we can experience great freedom and liberty in our walk with the Lord. Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” (2 Corinthians 3:17)

During our time here on earth we are either slaves of sin or slaves of righteousness
The Apostle Paul wrote, “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.” (Romans 6:15-18)
The simple fact is that without Jesus Christ being truly Lord of our life, invariably the little God of this world, the Devil, will begin to influence our lifestyle choices and the decisions that we make in life
For the first 29 years of my life before I came to Christ I was like so many, a slave of sin as I was greatly influenced by the spirit of the world, the Devil and by wrong friends that came into my life. As a result of this I made many poor choices in life and became increasingly powerless to change as the years went on
At the age of 29 I was truly set free when I had a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ. As I have continually chosen to let the LORD lead in my life from that time on, He has given me the ability to consistently overcome life’s trials and temptations
The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience,” (Ephesians 2:1-2)

“among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.” (Ephesians 2:3)
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,” (Ephesians 2:4)

“even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), (Ephesians 2:5)

“and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,” (Ephesians 2:6)
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
So who is truly influencing the direction of our life and the choices that we make most, (either the little god of this world the Devil who is the father of lies, OR Jesus Christ), will greatly determine the outcome of our life

Jesus Himself made this very clear when He said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

For many people in the world, they believe that freedom comes from doing their own thing independent of God with no boundaries or limitations to restrict them. If it feels good do it. Everyone has their own truth. We only have one life to live so let's look after number one. These are the mindsets of many people today

However in a generation where the youth have had more freedom than ever before, we are seeing more suicides than ever before, even amongst the elite actors and musicians in Hollywood who lack for nothing materially
The simple fact is that living a life independent of God will invariably bring about many possible outcomes (especially in the long run) that will ultimately rob people of their peace and freedom in life

In the book of Proverbs we read, “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12)

Following are some of the things that can steal the peace and sense of freedom that people desire if they continually live their life without God, especially given the lawless times that we are now living in (2 Timothy 3:1-5);
i. There is a greater likelihood of them experiencing stress from broken and fractured relationships when Christ is not at the centre of their relationships
ii. People are more likely to suffer from loneliness if they have not invested quality time in the lives of others and have only superficial friendships. We now live in a world where people are encouraged to look after number one
The Apostle Paul also wrote in relation to the times that we are now living in that "...men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers..." (2 Timothy 3:2-3) 

People cannot expect to have loyal friendships in life when they conform to the pattern of this world and lead selfish lifestyles themselves. The current lockdown in NSW has exposed the degree of loneliness that now exists in so many people’s lives with hundreds tragically taking their lives

iii. People are more likely to live their life to please others to gain their approval out of a fear of being rejected by others
iv. People will have greater fears about the future because they are well aware of their own limitations and inability to control their future
v. Many people begin to struggle with life controlling addictions as they try and cope with the pressures of life or broken relationships, or try and fill the empty void that only Christ can fill with other things and substances (Multitudes of people are now addicted to drugs,  alcohol, gambling and pornography)
vi. The futility and lack of meaning that people begin to experience as they live their life preoccupied with the cares of this world and a love of money. When money is a person’s security they will never have enough to be at peace
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:10)
vii. The consequences that arise from making poor choices through being independent and unteachable. Many people are now in prison through making poor choices in life, especially in relation to their choice of friends
viii. People easily lose their happiness when things go wrong in their life. We recently saw this in the violent protests in Sydney and Melbourne where people were protesting against the Covid 19 lockdowns
ix. So many people can also live their life trying to conform to what the world says is success with the result that they lose their own identity trying to impress others in this way. This was me for many years before I became a Christian, and
x. Simply the weight that people experience when trying to cope with the trials and challenges of life in their own strength as they run their life without God's help in a world that is getting less personal and less loving and more challenging to live in

However on the other hand if we become a slave to righteousness by making Jesus Christ truly Lord of every area of our life, we can experience true freedom for the following reasons;
i. Because we will consistently make wise choices in life that will keep our lives uncomplicated as we continually seek God's wisdom and guidance for our life. His yoke is easy and His burden is light and God's ways are higher than our ways (James 1:5) (Matthew 11:28-30)
ii. We can continually experience true joy irrespective of our temporary circumstances (Psalm 16:11) (Galatians 5:22)
iii. We can have peace in our hearts and minds at all times as we keep our focus on the LORD (Isaiah 26:3-4)
iv. We can enjoy freedom from fear (Nothing is impossible with God and He promises to meet our every need in life when we put Him first in our life) (2 Timothy 1:7) (Jeremiah 17:7-8) (Luke 1:37) (Matthew 6:31-33)
v. We will experience the great joy and purpose that comes from fully engaging in God’s plan for our life. (Matthew 25:21&23) True purpose and meaning in life over the course of our entire lifetime can only be found in wholeheartedly living for the Kingdom cause and in flowing in our own unique gifts and calling
vi. Because death no longer has any sting. For Christians to be absent from the body is to be with the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:50-57) (John 14:1-3)
vii. We can experience freedom from religion as we enjoy a vibrant personal relationship with Jesus Christ. As Christians walking in intimate fellowship with the Lord we can enjoy friendship with God. (John 15:15) God is concerned about every aspect of our life (Ephesians 1:3) (Psalm 103:2-5)
viii. Because no weapon formed against us shall prosper. (Isaiah 54:17) (Psalm 91) There is no better place than in the will of God for our life. Nothing can ever happen to us apart from the will of God for our life when Jesus Christ is truly Lord of our life (Matthew 10:28-31)
ix. Because when Christ is first in our life we can be assured that God will meet our every NEED in life (Philippians 4:19)
x. Because we have a power within (the Holy Spirit) to overcome the temptations in our world so that we do not have to become slaves again to sin (1 John 4:4)
And
xi. Because help from the Creator of the universe is always just a prayer away (1 John 5:14-15) (Matthew 7:7-11) (Psalm 102:17)  
In the book of Psalms we read,

“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.”
(Psalm 46:1)

So in conclusion, if we truly make Jesus Christ Lord of our life we do not have to worry about anything in our life. We can be free indeed
The simple fact is that in this world we will still have troubles. But in Christ we can still maintain our peace at all times. 

Jesus Himself said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

So may I encourage everyone today to fully embrace the true freedom that can only be found in Christ! That you would trust Him at all times and in all circumstances and fully connect with His plan and purpose for your life in the days to come!

As you do this you will begin to embrace the life and life more abundantly that God wants you to enjoy

Even though we are living in uncertain and challenging times we can be assured that if we trust the LORD at all times He will always make a way even where there seems no way. Nothing is impossible with God
TRULY IN CHRIST WE CAN BE FREE INDEED

I will finish with two encouraging scriptures;

Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 

Finally in the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
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